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LIVIA DRAPKIN VANAVER (Repertoire choreography and music) received her BFA from NYU School of the Arts 
(Tisch) in 1972. From age 9 she was involved in ethnic, classical, and modern dance, and has researched and 
performed dance styles from the US & abroad for over 35 years. A leading authority in dance education, Livia has 
pioneered the integration of dance and curriculum in schools in the US. She currently teaches dance at Columbia 
University in the Graduate Theatre Program and is the Artistic Director of The Vanaver Caravan.  
 
BILL VANAVER (Repertoire choreography and music) Member International Dance Council, CID, is a well-known 
musician and composer who has played to audiences throughout the world for the past 45 years. He is known for his 
stellar instrumental work on 5 string banjo as well a myriad of other folk instruments. With his vast knowledge of 
traditional song and musical styles, he has enlivened audiences at such venues as the Newport Folk Festival and the 
Philadelphia Folk Festival among others. Bill Vanaver was an adjunct professor of American and World Dance & 
Music at Bard and Skidmore College for eight years. 
 
VIJAY LAXMI AMETA (Indian Dance/Bollywood) Rajasthani Folk dancer and Indian Folk Choreographer with the 
Heartbeators Dance Institute since 2011. She has been studying Rajasthani Folk, in particular, as well as other dance 
styles, since childhood. She learned Bharatnatyam (Indian Classical Dance) from her teacher Rajmani ji. Vijay Laxmi 
teaches and performs the Ghoomar, Chari Dance, Bhavai Dance (Pot Dance), Kalbeliya Dance, Chakra Dance (Wheel 
Dance) and much more. She has travelled and performed all over India, as well as performing and teaching in the 
United States (2005), the UK (2005), Germany (2006) and France (1996, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 
2011). 

 
JOEL HANNA (Tap/Percussive) began his training in Irish dance at age 9 in Vancouver B.C. His professional career 
took off after joining “Riverdance: The Show” in 1997. He later joined the original stars of the show, Colin Dunne and 
Jean Butler, to perform in their production of “Dancing on Dangerous Ground.”  For the past four years, Joel has 
been the original lead soloist, and a choreographer for the European production “Fire of Dance.” Joel has expressed 
his creativity and physicality since a young age as a percussionist and martial artist. 
 
BRIAN LAWTON (Swing) is a classically trained dancer from the Pennsylvania School of the Performing Arts with 
over nine years of experience in ballet, jazz, lyrical, and modern dance. Brian is also well-versed in both the competitive 
and social styles of Latin and ballroom dancing as an instructor, performer and award-winning competitor. As a 
freelance instructor, he teaches numerous group and private dance classes 
weekly. In his current hometown of New York City, Brian performs with Swing FX, the Big Apple Lindy Hoppers, 
and Ground Grippers Dance Company. 
 
SAMANTHA LAWTON (Swing) hails from the Bay area of California where she trained and competed in 
tap, jazz, ballet hip-hop, and contemporary dance and discovered her love for musical theatre.  Samantha has 
experience performing for large audiences dancing for the NBA Warriors Junior Jam Squad for three years. 
 She graduated from New York University&#39;s Tisch School of the Arts in Dance in 2011.  With a background 
in diverse dance styles, Samantha has found a home in swing dance and does not plan on leaving! 
 
ANNA MAZO (Flamenco) Anna Librada Mazo joined the Vanaver Caravan Dance Company to be the youngest 
member when she was fourteen. She holds a degree in Dance from Emerson College and has taught movement and 
dance extensively throughout the country and around the world. She moved to Granada, Spain in 2003 to fully 
dedicate herself to her study of flamenco dance. In Granada, Anna lived in the Sacromonte and truly experienced 
flamenco as a culture and art. In 2007 she moved to Sevilla, Spain where she continues her studies. In March she 
returned from Japan where she was invited to teach and perform. Currently, Anna is working as guest artist with 
Artists Alliance Against Violence Inc. She is the Artistic Director of a new performing and administrative company, 
Flamenco Librada that unites artists with duende through the mediums of flamenco and contemporary dance. Anna is 
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a certified yoga instructor. She is studying at Yeshiva University for her Masters degree in Social Work with the goal of 
becoming an advocate for the healing power of the arts. 
 
 
 
 
NINA JIRKA (Ballet) Nina Jirka grew up in the USSR she studied art and dance from a young age. She studied various 
forms of dance, movement, music, and theatre at the legendary Russian dance academies in Moscow and Perm. She 
graduated with the highest honors, dancing the main role in the ballet ‘swan Lake’. She went on to perform with the 
Moscow Festival Ballet, Perm Opera, Kremlin Ballet, and Stars of Bolshoi. Ms. Jirka then moved to New Paltz and has 
worked with NPSB, Vanaver Caravan, Figures in Flight Dance Company and others. She specialized in many forms of 
dance but has focused her time recently on teaching Tango, and Ballet.  
 
BHARAT VERMA (Indian Dance/Bollywood) Bharat Verma comes to us from Udaipur, India where he is a Senior 
Dance Teacher in the Delho Public School in Udaipur.. He has choreographed and directed for the Heart 
Beators Dance Institute and has choreographed for a multitude of events, workshops and 
schools. He specializes in Bollywood, Indian Folk, Semi Indian and Contemporary 
Dance. 


