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LIVIA DRAPKIN VANAVER (Repertoire choreography and music) For the past 45 years Livia has been 
traveling throughout the US and abroad with her musician/composer husband and Company of 
extraordinary dancers and musicians, collecting and performing traditional dance and music from many 
cultures. Her commitment to creating community through the vehicle of dance lead her to work with 
Friendship Ambassadors Foundation in their Balkan Peace and Reconciliation project and their program 
working with families of the victims of 9/11. 
Livia has been on the cutting edge of Arts Education programs throughout New York State and abroad. 
A leading authority on dance education, she has pioneered the teaching of world dance styles and 
Global Citizenry in schools. In the 1970s, she was part of a team with National Young Audiences and 
taught at the Lincoln Center Institute Summer Programs. She is on the faculty of the Academy for the 
Love of Learning, working closely with Aaron Stern in their Teacher Renewal Project. Livia has taught 
dance at Columbia University in the Graduate Theater Program and Hofstra University. Ms. Vanaver 
holds a BFA in Dance from NYU School of the Arts (Tisch). 
 
BILL VANAVER (Repertoire choreography and music) Well known musician and symphonic composer, 
Bill has been playing to audiences throughout the world for the past 60 years. He is known for his stellar 
instrumental work on 5 string banjo as well a myriad of other folk instruments.  With his vast knowledge 
of traditional song and musical styles, Bill performed at the Newport and the Philadelphia Folk Festivals. 
Bill has taught World Dance and Music at Bard and Skidmore Colleges. Since 1985, he has brought his 
American and World Music and Dance into the classroom as a lead Teaching Artist with The Vanaver 
Caravan. He has worked closely with students as well as classroom and music teachers to broaden their 
multi-cultural music, song and movement repertoire. Bill's varied arrangements from swing to bluegrass 
and beyond on "Pastures of Plenty", (an album of Woody Guthrie's American folk songs) won WKZE's 
Best Independently Produced Folk Album of the Year Award in the year 2000. 
 
ANNA LIBRADA GEORGES (Flamenco/Percussion) is a classically trained teaching and performing artist 
with international experience. She has taught percussive dance, flamenco, modern, world dance and 
yoga throughout the United States, Spain, Italy and Japan. She is the producer and creative director of 
the Hudson Valley Flamenco Festival. Anna holds a BA, Dance and Arts Management, Emerson College 
and MSW, Yeshiva University. She lives in Sanlucar de Barrameda, Spain with her husband and two 
daughters. 
 
JOEL HANNA (Tap/Percussive) Called “one of the most exciting dancers to ever step on the world stage,” 
Joel Hanna is a world-renowned dancer and choreographer known for his athletic and boundary-
breaking mixture of tap dance, musical percussion, Irish dance, and martial arts. He has performed all 
over the world in legendary venues and for dignitaries from Queen Elizabeth II to United Nations 
diplomats.  He toured with Riverdance and choreographed and starred in the production Fire of Dance. 
Quoted by Arun Gandhi, peace activist and grandson of the Mahatma Gandhi, “Joel Hanna is being the 
change we all wish to see in the world” for creating “Fighting For Change,” a women's Martial Arts 
program in India. He is currently Executive Director and Choreographer, for The Vancouver Spring Show, 
and is involved in numerous exciting and ground breaking projects all over the world! 
 
 



NINA JIRKA (Ballet) studied at the legendary Russian Dance Academy in the USSR. Dancing as a soloist 
with the Moscow Festival Ballet, Perm Opera, Kremlin Ballet, and Stars of Bolshoi, Nina toured 
extensively through Europe and Asia. Moving to New York, Nina continued to perform, study, and teach. 
In 2006, she received MA degree from the State University of New York and founded Tango New Paltz. 
Currently, Nina is teaching dance for the New Paltz Dance cooperative and the SUNY New Paltz Theatre 
Department. 
 
BHARAT VERMA (Indian Dance/Bollywood) Bharat Verma was born and raised in Udaipur, India. He is 
the founder and director of the HeartBeators Dance Institute and has choreographed for events, 
workshops, and schools, and film shoots. He is trained in Bollywood, Indian Folk, Semi Indian and 
Contemporary Dance. Since joining the Shakti Caravan team, Bharat has fallen in love with percussive 
dance and body percussion. He is making a name for himself as the pioneer body percussion 
choreographer in India. He continues to teach and perform with Shakti Caravan in both Udaipur and 
New York.    


